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U.S. Patent No. 4,308,623 discloses a fluid-tight ear protector 10 formed from a 
plastic tubing 11 having sealed opposite ends 18 and an intermediate portion between 
the ends having an elongated ear receiving opening 12 surrounded by a band of 
pressure sensitive adhesive 13 that is covered by a masking cover 14. Laterally 
opposite sides include lateral pleats 16 which permit the protective closure 1 1 to 
expand to accommodate the ear through the opening 12. A pull tape 15 is used to 
separate the mask 14 from the adhesive layer 13 and the outer ear is inserted through 
the opening 12. The adhesive adheres to the side of a head. 

U.S. Patent No. 3,823,713 is directed to an aural dressing 1 1 comprising a strip 
13 including a base 15 and a pair of end flaps 17. The base has a slot or opening 19 for 
receiving the ear. An adhesive layer 27 surrounds the opening 19 for attaching the 
dressing 1 1 to the patient's head surrounding the ear. Adhesive 33 is provided for 
preventing damage to sutures located behind the patient's ear after mastoid surgery. 
The flap 21 includes an adhesive 35 so that when the flaps 19 and 21 are folded over 
the base 15 to the position illustrated in Fig. 5, an adhesive layer 35 attaches to the 
overlapping second flap 23. The adhesive 37 is a double faced medical tape having 
one face attached to the first 21 and another face attached to the protective cover 
portion 39. 

U.S. Patent No. 6,195,805 B1 discloses an ear protector 10 protecting the ears 
of a person during the application of heat to the person's hair and includes a pair of ear 
covers 12 and 14 mounted on the ends of a support yoke 16. Each cover is adapted 
for mounting against the upper end rear lobes and ear with the upper and rear lobes 
folded over away from the hair line of the person. Each ear cover includes an arcuate 
ear engager 32 and a soft face for engaging the upper and lower rear lobes of an ear 
with the soft material being foam rubber, for example, or heat resistant cushion 
material. 

U.S. Patent No. 6,298,493 B1 discloses an ear protector 10 secured over the ear 
of the user and includes an outer covering 12 of cotton fiber which protects the ear from 
a hot curling iron 14. The protector 10 includes a covering 16 defining an inner 
chamber 18 and an opening 19 which is adjusted via an elastic band 20 which is 
allowed to stretch over the ear. 

U.S. Patent No. 5,749,099 discloses a fluid type ear protector 10 which is similar 
to the first mentioned patent '623, however, it is not fabricated from a continuous tube. 

U.S. Patent No. 4,134,153 discloses a throw away ear protector 10 having a 
single sheet or square plaque 1 1 of supple like film material having a central opening 12 
which is received over the ear. Surrounding the opening 12 is a narrow band 13 of 
pressure sensitive adhesive normally covered by a mask 15 which can be removed 
when the device is to be applied. The ear is received in the opening and the adhesive 
1 3 adheres to the side of a person' head, the balance of the sheet 1 1 is gathered and 
tied with a tie 22. 
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U.S. Patent No. 5,689,831 discloses a disposable ear cover 10 shaped to fit over 
a person's ear and is formed from a single sheet of polymeric plastic 20 having a flat 
edge 21 provided with front and rear ends 21 and 22 having adhesive 28 and 26, 
respectively, thereon for adhering to the side of the head and the back of the ear. 

U.S. Patent No. 5,718,001 is somewhat similar to the construction of Patent No. 
'806 cited above and discloses a protective ear cover 10 for protecting ears from being 
burned by a curling iron and includes an inner liner 26 of sufficiently thick material to 
prevent the transmission of heat. 

U.S. Patent No. 4,616,643 discloses an ear protector 10 formed from a stainless 
thermoplastic material configured like a cap or bag. The bag includes an aperture 12 
which receives the ear and pressure sensitive tape 13 is disposed along the inside of 
the opening is covered by a detachable mask strip 14. 

U.S. Patent No. 4,660,229 discloses a watertight ear enclosure 10 forming a 
water tight enclosure. A portion of the perimeter of the opening which receives the ear 
is secured to a flexible elastic strip having an adhesive surface for adhesively attaching 
a portion of the perimeter of the opening to the skin surrounding the ear. 

U.S. Publication No. 2001/0029622 A1 discloses an ear covering which protects 
the ear against fluids entering the ear canal, chemical burns from hair treatment 
products, cuts from scissors or razors or burns from curling irons. The protective ear 
cover 7 receives an ear 1 via an elasticized opening 13. An adhesive is provided on the 
underside of a flap 16 to seal the ear covering against the skin. 

U.S. Patent No. 6,237,157 B1 discloses an ear cover 12 for protecting the ears 
from burning without draw strings and is developed by sealing together TEFLON coated 
heat resistant fabric sealed with a fusible webbing which provides body and tightness to 
each unit. 

U.S. Patent No. 5,615,417 discloses an ear protector 10 including a U-shaped 
retainer 20 which is received over the ear and an integral shield 30 coupled thereto via 
a hinge 32 for movement between the open position illustrated in Fig. 1 and a closed 
position illustrated in Fig. 2 covering the ear. 
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